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New scholarship gives El Paso students the opportunity to attend
St. John’s College

Woody and Gayle Hunt Family Foundation establish the Marcus Jonathan Hunt Scholarship to
increase student attainment in Borderplex region

El Paso, TX - Today, the Woody and Gayle Hunt Family Foundation (WGHFF) announced a
$250,000 commitment to establish the Marcus Jonathan Hunt Scholarship at St. John’s College
in Santa Fe, NM. The new scholarship program will provide financial assistance over the next
five years for students graduating from El Paso area high schools who wish to attend St. John’s
College. In addition to this undergraduate scholarship, the grant will also provide summer
program scholarships to give high school students from the Borderplex region the opportunity to
enroll in St. John’s Summer Academy on the Santa Fe campus.

“The Marcus Jonathan Hunt Scholarship program builds on our Foundation’s commitment to
provide students in the Borderplex region opportunities to pursue and obtain a postsecondary
education and create a globally competitive region,” said Woody L. Hunt, Chairman of the
Woody and Gayle Hunt Family Foundation. “Our Foundation is excited to partner with St. John’s
College to ensure that students wanting to pursue a liberal arts college education have the
opportunity to do so.”

St. John’s College is the region’s only private liberal arts college.  It offers a distinctive liberal
arts curriculum and educational practices that are rooted in collaborative inquiry and the study of
original texts. Graduates of the school have gone on to graduate and professional programs in
areas such as law, medicine, education, business, journalism, and the arts. The St. John’s
Summer Academy introduces high school students aged 15-18 to the school’s
discussion-based, interdisciplinary method of teaching the great books, giving them an
immersive introduction to life at the college through campus excursions and workshops.

“We are extremely grateful for the contributions of the Woody and Gayle Hunt Family
Foundation and their dedication to expanding academic opportunities for bright and motivated
students from the El Paso region,” said Kelly Brown, Vice President of Advancement, Campaign
Director at St. John’s College. “We look forward to welcoming the Marcus Jonathan Hunt
Scholarship recipients to our campus and providing a quality educational experience that will
help students broaden their minds and reach their goals.”
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Madeline Anderson, a graduating senior from Franklin High School in El Paso, has been
selected as the inaugural recipient of the Marcus Jonathan Hunt Scholarship and will attend St.
John’s College this fall. During her high school career, she was a member of the National Honor
Society and the School Academic Decathlon Team.  She is also a self-taught composer who
plays piano, bass guitar, and the viola with the school orchestra.

Named after Woody and Gayle Hunt’s late son who was an alumnus of St. John’s College, the
Marcus Jonathan Hunt Scholarship is one of several commitments the Woody and Gayle Hunt
Family Foundation have made to increase postsecondary education opportunities for students
in the Borderplex region. To learn more about the Woody and Gayle Hunt Family Foundation,
visit: https://www.huntfamilyfoundation.com/.

###

About the Woody and Gayle Hunt Family Foundation:
The Woody and Gayle Hunt Family Foundation is one of the Borderplex region’s preeminent
private family foundations focused on creating a globally competitive region.  Since 1987, it has
made grants and commitments of more than $117 million to individuals and institutions working
to transform education, improve healthcare, advance regional economic and cultural
development, and create a greater quality of life for all Borderplex residents.

About St. John’s College:
St. John’s College holds a distinctive position among American colleges and universities. Our
strong commitment to collaborative inquiry and to the rigorous study of original texts by many of
the West's greatest writers, scientists, mathematicians, and musicians – from Homer, Plato, and
Euclid to Einstein, Bach, and Woolf – makes St. John’s College a unique, vibrant community of
learning. Students at St. John's are passionate readers; are courageous in asking hard
questions of themselves and their world; reject charged rhetoric and embrace civil but probing
dialogue; and dare to free their minds through brave engagement with challenging ideas and
texts.

Located on two campuses in two historic state capitals – Santa Fe, New Mexico and Annapolis,
Maryland – St. John’s boasts being the third oldest college in America; is ranked the fifth best
classroom experience in the nation (2020 Princeton Review); is in the top four percent of all
colleges and universities in the nation whose graduates go on to earn PhDs in science and
engineering; and has been hailed for being the “most future-proof college in America” by Quartz,
the "most rigorous college in America" by Forbes, and "the most contrarian college in America"
by The New York Times.

St. John’s College offers BA and MA degrees in the liberal arts on both campuses; the Santa Fe
campus also offers an MA in the Eastern Classics. More info at www.sjc.edu.
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